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Risk Assessment for Caterpillars (Tandem Space Hoppers)


Leaders are encouraged to undertake a simple risk assessment for BB activities and before embarking on a trip or visit or undertaking a camp or holiday. This form should be used for this purpose. Risk assessments need not be complex but should be comprehensive. Regular activities and frequent visits to local venues such as a swimming pool may not need a risk assessment every time. However, it is essential not to become complacent. An assessment of the risks of such visits should be made at regular intervals. 

When completing the risk assessment, consider: what are the hazards; who might be affected by them; what safety measures need to be in place to reduce risks to an acceptable level; who will take responsibility for particular actions; what steps will be taken in an emergency? Once ALL control measures are in place for a specific hazard/risk please put a tick in the box to confirm this.

	Company/Battalion/District:
	
	Age Group/Section:
	

	Venue / Meeting Space:
	
	No of children/young people:
	

	Date of activity:
	
	No of leaders:
	




	
	Hazard / Risk Identified
What’s the hazard and the risk of harm?
	Control Measures
What measures will you put in place to reduce the hazard/risk identified?
	Control Measures
in Place

	Leader Responsible

	1.
	Loading, handling and transportation of equipment.
Injury to Operator or Spectators
	· All equipment must be handled in correct manner in line with manual handling.
· Only leaders should move the equipment.
· Manual handling should be reduced to a minimum by using the trolleys. Ramps & lifts to be used where required and available. All loads must be properly secure.
· Where required multiple persons must handle equipment.
· Individual persons should not undertake anything that puts themselves or anyone else at risk.
	
	

	2.
	Installation of equipment on site.
Injury to Operator, Spectators or Participants.
Damage to location

	· The setup area must be level and free from any rubbish, debris and sharp objects etc.
· The equipment must be inspected before & during installation to ensure it is free from damage.
	
	

	3.
	Operation of equipment on site
Injury to Operator, Spectators or Participants including overcrowding of the area
	· Participants to queue in front of the equipment in view of the leader who will control the queue.
· Participants not to overcrowd the area and keep a clear space around the playing area.
· The activity area should be cordoned off to prevent people wandering into an area where people are using the Caterpillars.
· A maximum of two participants per Caterpillar.
· Spectators should be kept away from the equipment and not allowed to interfere with the equipment in anyway.
	
	

	4.
	User safety
Injuries caused by other participants.
Injuries caused by misbehaviour, lack of supervision or not following rules.
Injury to Operator, Spectators or Participants including choking
	· A visual inspection of the Caterpillars must take place at regular intervals when in use (at least hourly) to ensure they are still in a good condition and haven’t been damaged whilst in used.
· Children must be supervised by an adult at all times.
· Participants to be aware of their own physical ability and notify the operator if they do not wish to participate or wish to end the activity.
· No food, drink or chewing gum is allowed while playing.
· Nobody is to use the caterpillars if they are feeling unwell or under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
· Those participants sharing a Caterpillar must be of a similar age, height and build to ensure user safety.
	
	

	5.
	Adverse Weather Conditions
Injuries caused by poor ground conditions or slipping from a wet Caterpillar.
	· The activity must not take place in heavy rain.
· During light rain, leaders must monitor the ground conditions regularly to determine whether it is safe to continue.
· During light rain, leaders must dry the caterpillars between participants to avoid participants slipping off.
	
	

	
Review: This risk assessment should be reviewed on completion of the activity and updated for future use and reviewed regularly where a frequent activity.




	Approved by
Company Captain
	Name:
Role:
Date:
	Approved by
Leader/Officer
in Charge of age group

	Name:
Role:
Date:


Please note: Approval for activities being run by Battalion/Districts should be by a minimum of two Officer Bearers (Secretary, President, Treasurer, Vice-President).

If an accident occurs during the activity please remember to log the details in your accident book. Where professional medical attention is required you MUST complete an Accident Report Form and submit to BB Headquarters.
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